
Things to Do At Home


Christmas:


Practice the children’s Christmas songs with them for their carol concert.


Talk about the pictures in the different Christmas cards you receive and look for themes


Circus:


Point out and encourage your child to look for colours, shapes and numbers in their environment.


Play balancing games in the park


Role play clowns at home


Rhythm and Rhyme:


Point out and encourage your child to notice changes in sounds e.g. loud and quiet.


Have a whispered conversation!


Have a ‘sung’ conversation


Point out rhyming words in things that you hear in stories, on TV or in things that they say.


Play ‘eye spy’ but with a rhyme “something that sounds like ‘far’ (car)”








The Blue Door Nursery


Winter Topics








!Christmas Time!


Our topic for December is all about Christmas and winter weather. We will be making lots of Christmas goodies to take home including Christmas cards, bauble decorations, paper chains, designing our own wrapping paper, and many more. We will be looking at the story of Christmas and finding out about the main key points of the Christmas story. We will also think about the types of weather we get at winter time and make snow scene pictures, snowflakes, play in our trays of flour to represent snow, and explore cold ice cubes! We will be practising our Christmas carols in all groups, and dancing to our Christmas music with tinsel, scarves and ribbons!





Can you help?


For our upcoming topics we would be really grateful if you could collect the following items:


Topic: ‘Christmas’





Shiny paper/wrappers  


Old Christmas decorations for treasure baskets.  





Topic: ‘The Circus’





Bright coloured materials and objects for treasure baskets.


Bright coloured or patterned clothes for dressing up.





ARE ANY PARENTS ADEPT AT JUGGLING??!!! IF SO WILL YOU COME AND SHOW US?? PLEASE!





Topic: ‘Rhythm and Rhyme’





Unusual instruments (we would take good care of them, or you could come and play them for us!-see Laura if you would be interested)


Poems for young children


Rhyming stories for young children


CD’s of different styles of music (flamenco, drumming etc)











The Circus


Our topic in January is ‘The Circus’ and we are going to be covering a very wide range of development activities such as physical skills; moving our bodies to make shapes, poses and balances, using equipment for balancing and climbing.   We will be looking at pictures and films of modern circuses like Cirque du Soleil. We will be practising ball skills; rolling, throwing and catching. We are going to be exploring different media and materials for textures and mark making such as bright colourful and interesting treasure baskets, jelly, flour, gloop and water. We will be looking at colours, shapes and numbers. Practising and using the ones we already know and learning new ones.  All our activities will lead us to a final circus show which the children can perform throughout the final week. They will have made up routines and acts to perform; they will make tickets to give to each other as well as posters, decorations and costumes. 





Rhythm and Rhyme


In February our topic will be ‘Rhythm and Rhyme’ we will be practising our listening skills, distinguishing between different sounds. This will include different sounds in music, instruments and phonics. We will practice making our own sounds using our voices, hands, instruments and other materials. We will explore different types of instruments and the different sounds they make and then make our own. We are going to practice rhythm in dancing, clapping, movement and drawing/painting to music. When reading stories, poems and singing songs we will look at the rhyme and think about rhyming words and making up our own poems and rhymes. All our activities from this topic will lead to a large group display of rhyming words and the children’s own poems or rhymes, photos of the children’s dancing and movement, paintings the children have done to rhythm and displays of the instruments they have made.





























